Detober 11, 1963

To the Editor

Science

ikih Massachusetts Avenue, H.W.
Washington 5, 0. €.

Dear Sir:

Several sources have privetely suggested a new journal on exobioloyy’ -
the study of extra=terrestrial iife. Ny profound objections are not to
their optimism; but the fleld Is too importatt to be sequestered. The
policy issues of interplanetary guarantine and of iarge-scale expenditures
in sclentific prograss deserve the widest critical attention; so do
scientific quastions that range from the origin of {1fe to the extraciion
of interstellar sq sTram cosmlc noise. A spsclalized Journal would
only isolate the Tield from the badly needed critical Judgments of s
scientific caommunity which is mainly not primarily sreocccupled with
exchiciogy.

The merits of this proposal apart, it points up a serious probiem in

our system of communication., The motivation for & new journal is a variable
mixture of ldealistic enthusiasm, ego-gretification, capitalistic enterprise
and rebellion egainst the critical judaments of the existing estabiishment.
Owing to the operation of the copyright laws {which here convert a camaon
good into a private Interest), the proponents of @ journal have a uniqgue
advantage, whatever their motivation. At least sccording to present custom
we are morally eccountable for its content according to our profession.

1f our socleties continue to abdicate thelir responsibllity for scientific
camaunications, the successors will not alweys be so scrupulous.

Sincorely yours,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Senetics



